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cock is inseparably associated with Hol- 
land, and his brilliant and charming can- 
vases depicting the many colored Dutch 
tulip fields have brought him lasting fame 
and a host of admirers. 

An interesting feature of this Museum's 
work is the organizing of transient exhibits 
which are sent to the smaller towns in 
Ohio and neighboring States, where the 
people have few opportunities to view 
exhibitions of works of art. An exhibition 
of this nature, which consisted of works by 
notable painters born in Ohio or at present 
residing in the State, was first shown at the 
Toledo Museum and was then taken to 
Youngstown, where it was hung in the City 
Hall during the State convention of 
Women's Clubs in that city. Great en- 
thusiasm was created by the exhibition, 
and as a result a Museum of Art Associa- 
tion was organized by the most influential 
citizens of Youngstown. The exhibition 
has also been shown in Akron, Cleveland 
and Columbus, and will continue touring 
the State during the remainder of the 
winter. 



AN EARLY 
CHAPTER IN 



AMERICAN 
ART HISTORY 



An interesting chapter in 
American Art History is 
given in a little pamphlet 
recently issued by the 
Art Club of Richmond. 
"Richmond," according to this publica- 
tion, "has the distinction of being the first 
city in the United States in which an art 
academy was projected. In 1783 the 
Chevalier Quesnay de Beaurepaire, upon 
the suggestion of John Page, of Rosewell, 
formulated the magnificent idea of estab- 
lishing in Richmond, Virginia, the Academy 
of Sciences and Fine Arts of the United 
States of America. The academy, to be 
patterned after that of France, was to be 
associated with the Royal Societies of 
Paris, Brussels and London. The Chev- 
alier, distinguished both in France and in 
America, brought before Louis XVI its 
establishment, receiving the approval of 
the king and the support of the French 
Academy. 

"Houdon, Verne t, Lavoisier, the Mar- 
quis de la Fayette, the Marquis de Mon- 
talembert, Thomas Jefferson, Benjamin 
Franklin, Condorcet and Dacier were 



among the associates in Paris of the 
American Academy; eminent citizens of 
New York, Philadelphia and Baltimore 
cooperated; a sum of sixty thousand 
francs was obtained, more than half of 
which was collected in Virginia. Edmund 
Randolph, Governor; John Harvie, Mayor; 
Colonel Archibald Cary, Speaker of the 
Senate; Robert Greenhow; Mr. Madi- 
son, President of William and Mary; 
Mrs. Boiling, of Petersburg, and others 
lent their names as patrons. 

"A building was erected on the square 
bounded by Broad, Marshall, Twelfth and 
Thirteenth streets. In the cornerstone 
were placed two silver plates, one bear- 
ing the inscription of Masonic Lodge 
Number 13; the other, engraved in part 
as follows: 'In the year of our Lord 
1786,. . . Patrick Henry, being Governor 
of Virginia, the plan of an Academie 
projected by Alexander Maria Quesnay, 
... is consummated. ' 

"One professor was appointed. He 
was ready to leave France, when the ad- 
vent of the French Revolution annihila- 
ted the association. The academy build- 
ing became a theater, in which was held 
the convention ratifying the Constitu- 
tion of the United States." 

The Richmond Art Club of today is 
endeavoring to carry on these traditions. 
It has a membership of over 300, of which 
a third are student members. It holds 
exhibitions, gives weekly lectures, con- 
ducts an art school, and in various ways 
endeavors to spread the knowledge of art 
and induce its appreciation. The pres- 
ident is Major James H. Dooley. It is 
a chapter of the American Federation of 
Arts. 



THE NOSE-GAY 
TEA ROOM — AN 



EXPERIMENT IN 
DECORATION 



The idea of making an 
attractive tea room of 
the basement of the 
Plastic Club of Phila- 



delphia has been for some 
time a pet project of several of the club's 
members. Through the generosity of three 
members of the Board the project became 
a possibility last spring and the work was 
at once passed over to an Advisory Com- 
mittee on Decoration consisting of Miss 
Elizabeth Abel, Miss Janet Wheeler, Mrs. 
Clara Mideira, Mrs. Carroll Williams, 
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FRANK TOWNSEND HUTCHENS 



and Miss Blanche Dillaye, Chairman. 

The result is more than satisfactory 
from an artistic as well as an utilitarian 
standpoint. The intent was to make the 
furnishing of this lower room simple and 
economical and at the same time indi- 
vidual. The Russian peasant people de- 
light in decorating everything they lay 
their hands upon, from the carving on 
the outside of their houses to that on their 
simplest utensils, and their pieces of 
wooden furniture as well as pottery are 
adorned with pictures of plants and flow- 
ers, birds, fishes and human figures 
painted in various vivid colors giving to 
their humble abodes an air of gaiety and 
charm. The Committee adopted this idea 
and have carried it out according to their 
own taste and inspiration. 

A search of antique shops resulted in 
securing wooden chairs of old style which 
had more character in design than similar 



chairs of modern date, and at the same 
time lent themselves to embellishment. 
To these were added a number of ordi- 
nary wooden tables from a department 
store, an unpainted sideboard from a fur- 
niture manufacturer and an old settle 
and a workbench in the possession of the 
club, besides some simple shelves for 
china. 

In order to give the room as gay an 
appearance as possible some of the furni- 
ture was painted blue and the rest green, 
the shades being chosen with the greatest 
care. Automobile paint was used that a 
perfectly smooth surface like satin with- 
out the stroke of the brush showing. A 
man skilled in striping automobiles, a 
genius in his way, was then called in and 
laid a decorative line of white paint on 
the blue pieces of furniture and of yel- 
low on the green pieces of furniture fol- 
lowing out the lines of construction. 
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The pieces were then ready for the 
main decorations and a bunch of large 
brilliant flowers, chiefly red, was painted 
on the tops of the tables and on the work- 
bench, and smaller, but equally brilliant 
bunches of flowers, on all the chairs, the 
settle and sideboard. In this work of 
decoration Miss Harriet Sartain lent able 
assistance. That this nose-gay appear- 
ance might be even more pronounced 
Mrs. Carroll Williams presented to the 
room cups and saucers, plates and tea- 
pots of Rusticana ware, a peasant pot- 
tery gay with flowers. 

In keeping with the bright flowers and 
colors that form so prominent a feature 
of the decoration, this will be called 
"The Nose-gay Tea Room." It is an 
interesting and attractive experiment in 
interior decoration. 

~ ™ „~ *«m The annual exhibition of 

CHICAGO ART . , .. . j.^,. 

^ w ™™, works by artists of Chicago 

ACTIVITIES ,./... . 

and vicinity is now on view 
at the Art Institute, and is under the joint 
management of the Art Institute and the 
Municipal Art League of Chicago. In con- 
nection with this exhibition is the annual ex- 
hibition of the Chicago Society of Etchers. 
Prizes are offered in both exhibitions. 

The students at the Art Institute have 
for some time been producing mural 
decorations for the Chicago schools. The 
classes in mural painting have recently 
completed three panels for the Wallace 
School at Hammond, Ind., and are now 
engaged on a decoration for the High 
School at Vincennes. This practical work 
has aroused much interest, and commissions 
for decorations have been given for the 
McAllister and Mozart Schools of Chicago, 
and for Schools at Highland Park and 
Decatur. 

The Art Institute of Chicago Alumni 
Association has founded the W. M. R. 
French Gold Medal, to be awarded an- 
nually at the exhibition of works by 
American artists in the autumn. It is a 
memorial to the late director W. M. R. 
French of the Art Institute. 

The Chicago Society of Artists is or- 
ganizing a collection of the best paintings 
in the March exhibition to make a circuit 
of the museums of the Middle West. 
There will be forty artists represented, and 



each will have but one painting, an im- 
portant canvas, in the exhibition. The 
jury has announced that it will be exacting 
on matters pertaining to an effective 
display. These works will go to the 
museums at Minneapolis, Detroit, Toledo, 
Indianapolis, St. Louis and other cities 
named in the itinerary now being made out. 

The Illinois Building at the Panama- 
Pacific Exposition, at San Francisco, will 
be adorned with paintings by the artists 
of Illinois. A collection of good canvases, 
chiefly by artists residing in and near 
Chicago and some pieces of sculpture, has 
been sent on its way. 

A third gathering of thirty canvases by 
Chicago artists has been touring Michigan, 
giving exhibitions in Grand Rapids, Ann 
Arbor, Jackson, Kalamazoo and other cities. 

The Municipal Art League of Chicago is 
investigating the possibilities among art 
crafts workers and designers in the State. 
Maurice I. Flagg of the Minnesota State 
Art Commission was invited to lecture. 
Miss Leonide C. Lavaron, a crafts worker, 
has been especially engaged to inquire 
among manufacturers and in the studios. 



ART IN 
WASHINGTON 



The Washington Water 
Color Club heldits Twenty- 
seventh Annual Exhibition 
in the Hemicycle Hall from February 27th 
to March 11th. 

On March 5th a special exhibition of 
paintings by Ben Foster was opened in 
the Corcoran Gallery of Art. 

The National Association of Portrait 
Painters are exhibiting for the second 
time in the National Gallery. Their 
exhibition was opened on the evening 
of March 6th with a private view and re- 
ception, and has attracted much attention. 

Mrs. Jeanie Gallop Mottet has shown 
in the Moore Galleries during the month 
of March the collection of portraits and 
paintings which was exhibited earlier in 
the season at the Knoedler Galleries, 
New York. 

Mrs. George W. Vanderbilt has lent 
to the National Gallery two exceedingly 
interesting and valuable paintings by 
Manet, "Le Repos," a portrait of Mile. 
Berthe Marizot and Rouviere in the 
role of Hamlet, and also an important 
canvas by Zuloaga. 



